
Level	1	Drought	Response	
A	Level	1	Drought	Response	requires	permitted	public	water	systems	to	conduct	a	public	
information	campaign	to	explain	drought	conditions	and	the	need	to	conserve	water.		The	campaign	
shall	include	one	or	more	of	the	following:	newspaper	advertisements,	bill	inserts,	website	
homepage,	social	media	and	notices	in	public	libraries.		It	should	target	all	commercial	and	
residential	water	use,	not	just	outdoor	watering.		It	should	emphasize	what	customers	can	do	and	
how	to	be	good	stewards	of	our	water	resources. 

Under a Level 1 Drought Response, the outdoor water use schedule required under the Water 
Stewardship Act of 2010 remains in place.  This schedule allows outdoor water use year-round 
between 4 p.m. and 10 a.m.  

In addition, the following outdoor water uses are allowed daily at any time 
of the day by anyone: 

• Commercial agricultural operations as defined in Code Section 1-3-3; 
• Capture and reuse of cooling system condensate or storm water in compliance with 

applicable local ordinances and state guidelines; 
• Reuse of gray water in compliance with Code Section 31-3-5.2 and applicable local 

board of health regulations adopted pursuant thereto; 
• Use of reclaimed wastewater by a designated user from a system permitted by the 

Environmental Protection Division of the department to provide reclaimed wastewater; 
• Irrigation of personal food gardens; 
• Irrigation of new and replanted plant, seed, or turf in landscapes, golf courses, or sports 

turf fields during installation and for a period of 30 days immediately following the date of 
installation; 

• Drip irrigation or irrigation using soaker hoses; 
• Hand watering with a hose with automatic cutoff or handheld container; 
• Use of water withdrawn from private water wells or surface water by an owner or 

operator of property if such well or surface water is on said property; 
• Irrigation of horticultural crops held for sale, resale, or installation; 
• Irrigation of athletic fields, golf courses, or public turf grass recreational areas; 
• Installation, maintenance, or calibration of irrigation systems; or 
• Hydroseeding 

Outdoor Water Use Documents 
o Drought Response Strategies GA EPD 2016 (PDF) 
o Outdoor Watering Requirements GA EPD (PDF) 

Steps	Residents	Can	Take	To	Conserve	Water	
• Check and repair leaks inside and outside the home. 
• Shorten showers and turn off water when shaving or brushing teeth. 
• Fill dishwashers and washing machines.  Make sure there is a full load every time. 
• Replace older toilets and shower heads with high efficiency models.  If your home was 

built before 1993, you may qualify for a toilet rebate. 
• Choose efficient appliances.  Look for EPA WaterSense and ENGERGY STAR labeled 

products when shopping for new appliances and fixtures. 
• Scrape dishes before washing them.  Avoid using the garbage disposal.  It wastes a lot 

of water and can contribute to pipe clogs. 

Find more conservation tips at My Drop Counts. 


